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ANAND – BOLOGAN, DORTMUND 2003

Game 66

V. Anand – V. Bologan
Dortmund 2003

Caro-Kann Defence

1 e4 c6
2 d4 d5
3 Ìc3 dxe4
4 Ìxe4 Ìd7
5 Ìg5

This line became popular in the
1980s. At first it looks like no more
than a crude trap (5...h6?! 6 Ìe6!),
but there is much more to it than this
since Black doesn’t find it easy to ex-
pel the knight from g5 without allow-
ing a sacrifice on e6.

5 ... Ìgf6
6 Íd3 e6
7 Ì1f3 (D)

7 ... Íd6
It’s still too early for 7...h6?, since

8 Ìxe6! Ëe7 9 0-0 fxe6 10 Íg6+

Êd8 11 Íf4 gives White a very dan-
gerous attack, as was proved in the
famous last game of the Deep Blue-
Kasparov match in 1997.

8 Ëe2 h6
Now the sacrifice on e6 no longer

works and the knight must retreat,
but White has arranged to recapture
on e4 with his queen, bringing it to
an active position.

9 Ìe4 Ìxe4
10 Ëxe4 Ëc7

The other main line runs 10...Ìf6
11 Ëe2 Ëc7 12 Íd2 b6 13 0-0-0,
with a slight advantage for White.

11 0-0
At first sight 11 Ëg4 looks good

as it more or less forces 11...Êf8,
but after 12 0-0 c5 13 c3 b6 it’s not
so easy to exploit Black’s inability to
castle, and White has not been able
to demonstrate more than an edge.

11 ... b6
Anand was very happy to see this

move, since he had a powerful nov-
elty prepared at move 14. 11...Ìf6 is
still possible, although this is rather
different from the note to Black’s
10th move because White has al-
ready castled kingside.

12 Ëg4 g5?!
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After this, Black cannot back
away from the line he has chosen.
12...Êf8 is still possible, although
his options are more limited here as
Black is already committed to ...b6.
After 13 b3 Íb7 14 Íb2 Ìf6 15
Ëh4 Ìd5 White has a slight advan-
tage.

13 Ëh3 Îg8 (D)

14 Îe1!
This was the new move. Previ-

ously, White had countered the threat
of ...g4 by playing the more passive
14 Ìd2, which is less dangerous for
Black, although the position still isn’t
especially pleasant for him. Anand
had realized that he can ignore the
threat of ...g4, as playing to win the
knight allows White to launch a pow-
erful sacrificial attack. Anand re-
lates, “I played this move and looked
at his face a bit, just to see if there
was any reaction. Unfortunately, I
got the same deadpan poker face that
he always presents.” Playing over

the rest of this game superficially
gives the impression that it’s simply
a sacrificial crush with White batter-
ing Black with one spectacular blow
after another. However, that isn’t
really the case and the success of
White’s attack is far from guaran-
teed. Black only needs to play two
moves, ...Íb7 and ...0-0-0, when his
king will be totally safe and he will
have a ready-made kingside attack.
Despite the fact that Black could
have improved his play later, the im-
pact of this game was such that
Black essentially abandoned the line
with ...g5.

14 ... Íf8
There’s nothing wrong with this,

but Black could also have considered
accepting the sacrifice, although it
would require a very brave player to
go down this route. The main line runs
14...g4 15 Ëxh6 gxf3 16 Îxe6+!
fxe6 (16...Íe7? loses at once to 17
Îxe7+! Êxe7 18 Íf4 Îxg2+ 19
Êh1) 17 Ëxe6+ Íe7 (after 17...Êf8
18 Íh6+ Îg7 19 Íxg7+ Êxg7 20
Ëg6+ Êf8 21 Íc4 Íxh2+ 22 Êh1
Black will have to surrender two
pieces to avoid mate) 18 Ëxg8+
Ìf8 19 Íg6+ Êd7 (19...Êd8? loses
to 20 Íg5!) 20 Íf5+ Êe8 21 Íh6!
Ëd6! (21...Íxf5? 22 Îe1 Êd7 23
Îxe7+! Êxe7 24 Ëg7+ is winning
for White) 22 Íxf8 Íxf8 23 Îe1+
Êd8 24 Ëf7 Íe7 25 Íxc8 Îxc8 26
Ëxf3, reaching a position in which
White’s attack is over but he has
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accumulated four pawns for the
piece. However, all White’s pawns
bar one are still on the second rank,
and while queens remain on the
board, the pawns are not a dominant
factor. It seems likely that White
has an edge, but I would say that the
odds are heavily on a draw.

15 Ëf5
White could also have tried sacri-

ficing at once on e6 by 15 Îxe6+
Êd8, and now:

1) 16 Îe1 Ìe5! 17 Íf5 g4 18
Ëh5 Ìxf3+ 19 gxf3 Íxf5 20 Ëxf5
Ëd7! gives Black fair play for the
pawn.

2) 16 Îxh6 Ìf6! (after 16...Ìe5?
17 Ëg3 Ìxf3+ 18 Ëxf3 Íxh6 19
Ëf6+ Ëe7 20 Ëxc6 Íb7 21 Ëxh6
White has three pawns for the ex-
change) 17 Íf5 g4 18 Ëh4 Íxh6
19 Ëxf6+ Ëe7 20 Ëxc6 gxf3 21
Ëd5+ Êc7! 22 Íxh6 Îxg2+ 23
Êh1 Îxh2+ 24 Êxh2 Ëh4+ 25
Êg1 Íxf5 and it is time for White
to give perpetual check.

3) 16 Íh7! with another branch:
3a) 16...Ìc5?! 17 Íxg8 Íxe6

18 Ëh5 (not 18 Ëg3? Íd6! 19 Ìe5
Êc8 followed by ...Êb7, after which
White’s pieces totally lack coordina-
tion) 18...Ìe4 19 Ìe5 Ìf6 20 Íxg5
hxg5 21 Ëxg5 Íe7 22 Íxf7 Íxf7
23 Ìxf7+ Êc8 24 Îe1 Êb7 is simi-
lar to the note to Black’s 14th move
in that White ends up with four
pawns for the piece, but here White
has a more definite advantage since

his knight has an excellent square on
e5.

3b) 16...Ìf6! 17 Îxf6 Íxh3 18
Íxg8 Íe6 19 Íxf7 Íxf7 20 Ìe5
Íe8 21 Îxf8 Ëg7 22 Îf3 Êc7 al-
lows White just an edge.

We now return to 15 Ëf5 (D):

The queen move genuinely threat-
ens to take on e6 as Black can no lon-
ger reply ...Êd8.

15 ... Íg7?
The upshot of this move is that

Black’s king has to stay on the king-
side and then White’s attacking
chances are extremely dangerous.
15...Îg7! is correct, since by sup-
porting the second rank, Black pre-
vents a sacrifice on e6 and renews
the threat to complete his develop-
ment by ...Íb7 and ...0-0-0. 16 h4
Íe7 is fine for Black, while after
the natural continuation 16 c4 Íb7
17 d5 cxd5 18 cxd5 0-0-0 19 dxe6
fxe6 20 Îxe6 Êb8, Black’s lead in
development gives him sufficient
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compensation for the sacrificed
pawn. Therefore White’s best reply
is the modest 16 a4 Íb7 17 a5 0-0-0
18 axb6 axb6 19 Ëe4, with just a
slight advantage.

16 h4! (D)

Now Black is in trouble, since the
attack on g5 cannot be ignored and
16...gxh4 loses to 17 Íf4 followed
by Îxe6+.

16 ... Êf8
Forcing the queen to return to h3,

but condemning the king to a precar-
ious existence.

17 Ëh3
17 Îxe6? fails to 17...Ìc5!.

17 ... Îh8
The best continuation, since the

veiled threat to the queen forces
White to waste a tempo after ex-
changing on g5.

18 hxg5 hxg5
19 Ëg4 c5 (D)

With this move, Bologan rather
optimistically offered a draw. Despite

the time White has spent on his sev-
eral queen moves, his kingside pres-
sure is very dangerous.

20 Íxg5
20 Ëxg5! is probably even stron-

ger, since after 20...Íb7 21 Íf4
Ëd8 22 Ëg3! Black is in serious
trouble:

1) 22...cxd4 23 Íc4! sets up a le-
thal sacrifice on e6.

2) 22...Ìf6 23 dxc5 Ìh5 24
Íd6+ Êg8 25 Ëg4 bxc5 26 Îad1
gives White an extra pawn and an at-
tack.

3) 22...Íxf3 23 Ëxf3 cxd4 24
Íc4 leaves Black with no reason-
able way to meet the threats at e6.

20 ... cxd4?!
Black restores the material bal-

ance but gives White time to bring
his last piece into play. 20...Ìf6 was
the only chance to play on, although
after 21 Ëf4 Ëxf4 22 Íxf4 cxd4 23
Ìxd4 Íb7 Black is a pawn down in
an ending.

21 Îad1
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This is an especially clear exam-
ple of the principle of moving all
your pieces into attacking positions
before cutting loose with sacrifices.
The immediate 21 Îxe6? is prema-
ture since 21...Ìe5! 22 Ìxe5 Íxe6
23 Ëf3 Íxe5 24 Ëxa8+ Êg7 25
Ëe4 f5 26 Ëf3 Êg6 followed by
...Ëh7 gives Black good counter-
play for the pawn.

21 ... Íb7 (D)
After this, White’s attack crashes

through, but there isn’t really a satis-
factory move: 21...Ìc5 22 Íf4 e5
23 Ëxg7+ Êxg7 24 Íxe5+ gives
White a winning ending, while after
21...a5 22 Íe4! f5 (22...Îa7 loses to
23 Íe7+! Êg8 24 Îxd4) 23 Íf4!
fxg4 24 Íxc7 Îa7 25 Ìxd4 Êf7 26
Ìb5 White wins the exchange.

22 Îxe6!
Now that Black’s bishop is not on

the same diagonal as the white queen,
the sacrifice on e6 proves decisive.

22 ... fxe6

Or 22...Íxf3 23 Ëxf3 Îc8 24
Îe7 Ëh2+ 25 Êf1 f6 (25...Ìe5 26
Ëf5 is also winning for White) 26
Íf4 Ëh1+ 27 Êe2 Ëxd1+ 28 Êxd1
Êxe7 29 Ëd5 Ìe5 30 Ëb7+ and
White wins.

23 Íe7+!
A beautiful conclusion to White’s

attack.
23 ... Êxe7
24 Ëxg7+ Êd6
25 Ìxd4

Now the rook on d1 proves its
worth.

25 ... Ëc5 (D)
Hoping in vain to play 26...Îh1+

27 Êxh1 Ëh5+. If 25...Ëd8, then 26
Ìb5+ Êc6 27 Ëc3+ Ìc5 28 Íe4+
Êxb5 29 a4+! Ìxa4 30 Íd3+ is
crushing.

26 Íf5
Good enough, but 26 Ìb5+! Êc6

27 Íe2! Îad8 28 b4 Ëxb5 (Black
must watch out for mate on d6) 29
Íxb5+ Êxb5 30 Îxd7 is simpler.
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26 ... Ëe5
Or 26...Íd5 27 Íxe6 Íxe6 28

Ìxe6+ Êxe6 29 Ëxd7+ Êf6 30
Îd6+ Ëxd6 31 Ëxd6+ and White
wins easily with his pawns.

27 Ìf3+ Ëd5
28 Ëg3+ Êe7
29 Îxd5 Íxd5 (D)

30 Ëg5+ Êd6
31 Ëf4+ Êe7
32 Íe4

The simplest way to win is by ex-
changing the defensive bishop. With
a material advantage and threats
against the exposed black king,
White’s task is not difficult.

32 ... Îh5
33 Ìh4 Îg8

33...Íxe4 34 Ëxe4 Îg8 35 Ìg6+
Êf7 36 Ëb7 Îd5 37 c4 Îd1+ 38
Êh2 is also decisive.

34 Ìg6+ Êd8
35 Ëf7 Îe8
36 Íd3 1-0

After 36...Íc6 (or else Íb5) 37
Ìf8 Îe5 38 Ìxd7 Îe1+ 39 Êh2
Íxd7 40 Ëf6+ Îe7 41 g4 Black’s
position is hopeless.

In August, Anand played an eight-game rapid match against Judit Polgar,
which was notable because every game ended decisively. At first the players
traded blows, with Polgar winning games 1, 3 and 5 and Anand scoring in the
even-numbered games (the colours were switched each day so that Anand
had White in games 2, 3, 6 and 7). Anand was only able to pull ahead on the
final day by breaking the pattern and winning both games. The fourth game
featured an interesting battle in the Sicilian Najdorf.
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