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C2)
8 c4 (D)

8...Ëd8
Or:
a) 8...Ëd6 allows the manoeuvre

of the white knight from b1 to b5: 9
Ìc3 cxd4 10 Ìb5 Ëd8 11 Íf4!? (11
0-0 didn’t bring White an advantage in
Schmittdiel-Zsu.Polgar, Polanica Zdroj
1991: 11...Ìc6 12 Íf4 Îc8 13 Ëa4
Ìd7 14 Ìbxd4 Íxf3! 15 Ìxf3 Ëf6
16 Íd2 Ëxb2 17 Îab1 Ëa3 18 Ëc2
Íe7 19 Îxb7 Ìc5 20 Îb5 0-0 =)
11...Íb4+ 12 Êf1 Ìa6 13 Ìc7+ Ìxc7
14 Ëa4+ b5 15 Ëxb4 bxc4 16 Ëxc4
Ìcd5 17 Ëc6+ Êf8 (or 17...Ìd7 with
unclear play – Sveshnikov) 18 Íd6+
Êg8 19 Ía6 with a strong initiative
for White, Rozentalis-Szekely, Odessa
1989.

b) 8...Ëd7 (on d7, the queen is a
good target for another knight, because
in this case White can play Ìe5 at an
appropriate moment) 9 d5 exd5 10 g4
Íg6 11 Ìe5:

b1) 11...Ëe6 12 Ìxg6 hxg6 13 g5
Ìe4 14 cxd5 Ëf5 15 Íe3 Ìd6 16
Ìc3 Îxh3 17 Ëa4+ Êd8 18 Îxh3
Ëxh3 19 0-0-0 gives White a great

deal of compensation for the pawn,
Rozentalis-Loginov, Manila OL 1992.

b2) 11...Ëd8 12 Ëa4+ Ìfd7 13
cxd5 Íe7 14 Ìxg6 hxg6 15 Ìc3 and
White is clearly better (but not 15 d6
Íg5 16 Ëe4+ Êf8 17 Íxg5 Ëxg5 18
Ëxb7 Ëc1+ 19 Íd1 Ìb6 20 Ìc3
Ëxa1 21 Ëe7+ with perpetual check,
Godena-Shipov, Cappelle la Grande
1994).

b3) After 11...Ëc7 12 Ìxg6 hxg6
13 g5 Ìh5 14 cxd5 the position is far
from clear, but we would prefer to be
White.

9 Ìc3
9 Ëb3? wastes too much time in or-

der to win a pawn: 9...cxd4 10 Ëxb7
Ìbd7 11 Ìxd4 Îb8 12 Ëa6 Íb4+ 13
Ìc3 0-0. Now 14...Ìc5 is a threat, so
White has to go in for an inferior end-
game: 14 Ìc6 Îb6 15 Ìxd8 Îxa6 16
g4 Îxd8 17 gxh5 Ìe4 18 Íd2 Íxc3
19 Íxc3 Ìxc3 20 bxc3 Ìc5, Kvei-
nys-Shipov, Aalborg 1997.

9...cxd4 10 Ìxd4 Íxe2 11 Ëa4+
(D)

11...Ìbd7
After 11...Ëd7 12 Ëxd7+ Ìbxd7

13 Êxe2 the endgame is equal, though
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